6 Rules for Developing an Argument
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Read and critically evaluate the literature and acknowledge your own biases, beliefs and assumptions. Remember… you don’t want these things to cloud your objective judgment.

Rule 1

Write your conclusion.  Yes, you will refine it along the way, but if you know where you are going with your argument, your whole piece of writing will be clearer.

Rule 2 

Make sure your main argument or line of reasoning is clear throughout your paper.  Use a writing plan that sets out the reasons, examples and evidence in the most logical order and make links between your ideas so that your argument flows well.

Rule 3

Select the BEST evidence or sources to support your argument and make it obvious to the reader that they are important.  Use quality sources that add value to your case and that will persuade your reader to accept your point of view.

Rule 4

Take multiple perspectives. By doing this you will be able to develop a balanced and strong argument, and it will show that you can weigh up and evaluate perspectives against each other.

Rule 5

Critique yourself!  This last rule is an encouragement to examine your own work in the same way you have been shown to think critically about the work of others. 

Rule 6








A final and very important piece of advice about developing an argument is that you should pay particular attention to the task description and marking criteria or rubric.  These will tell you what you need to do, what the topic is and what you need to produce, for example, an essay.
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