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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES  
 

SOP No:   W-1 
 
SUBJECT:   Netting and Trapping Freshwater Fish  
 
POLICY:  1. To ensure minimal disturbance of fish collected in the wild 
 

2. To minimize the time fish are in air by removing them from 
traps or nets and returning them to habitats quickly. 
 
3. To minimize impacts on non-target species 1. 

 
PRECAUTIONS:  (Operator safety). 
 
EQUIPMENT:  Seine nets, fyke nets, cast nets, gill nets, bait-fish traps, and 

any other similar type nets and traps. *Please note “Opera 

house traps” should not be used. 

 
PROCEDURE:  

1. Fyke nets must provide access to air for air breathing by-catch 
(either a float or a breathing tube – e.g turtles, reptiles, water 
rats, platypus) (Arthington et al. 20052) and all passive traps 
(i.e. including bait traps) be emptied or observed frequently to 
prevent accidental drowning. * 
 

2. For active netting (e.g. seine nets), if multiple tows are 
conducted removed fish should be held appropriately until 
measurement.  This would be within appropriate (to fish size 
and number) aerated (and shaded) containers. * 

 
3. Gill nets must be checked and cleared regularly and fish 

removed quickly to minimize fish damage (* see 
recommendations below).  
 
NOTE: The Griffith University AEC considers Gill netting 
to be non-preferred sampling methods due to high 
mortality rates and by-catch (5). As such this method will 
only be considered on a case-to-case basis where the 
researcher can provide compelling reasoning based on 
the likely species that will be captured and their likely 
survival due to limited net-soak times (that account for the 
species biology).  
 

4. Processing of fish (e.g counting, measuring, and weighing) 
should be done as quick as possible to return fish to point of 
capture. * 
 

5. If fish need to be held for any time for processing 
(measurement) or procedure (e.g fin-clipping, tagging) they 
should be held appropriately (e.g in aerated tubs – relevant to 
number of fish and body size of fish) * 
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6. If conducted rapidly, minor procedures (e.g. weighing or 
measuring) should not require anaesthesia. *  
 

7. Fish should be released at the point of capture or disposed of 
as required by fishing permit conditions (e.g. noxious fish)3. 
Please also ensure that cleaning and disinfection requirements 
are followed as per the biosecurity obligations after each 
fieldwork. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: *Specify frequency or timing (and justification in relation to 

target and non-target species biology) in the AEC application. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  
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